CHAPTER XXXVI
More Trouble in Ireland
Conscription in Ulster-And in the South-Carson protests - Home Rule again -
Reports from Dublin - Bonar Law - In opposition.
CARSON, in his sardonic way, summed-up the prospects of this
new policy of Conscription-cum-Home Rule in Ireland, The
Nationalists, he said, were not likely to be appeased by the offer
of conscription as the price of Home Rule, nor were the Ulster
Unionists likely to be reconciled with the offer of Home Rule as
the price of conscription. From both sides he heard of gathering
trouble. His old friend Fred Crawford, the gun-runner, by that
time Colonel in the Army Service Corps, wrote to him from
Belfast (on 10th April, 1918), that, if Ulster was to be sold," our
boys at the Front would throw down their arms, the men in the
shipyards would throw down their tools and the women working
in the linen-factories would walk out." Colonel Wallace, Grand
Master of the Orange Order, warned him more at length of what
would happen if Home Rule were forced upon Ulster; Dawson
Bates wrote to the same effect. There had been (on the steps of
the Custom House) an anti-conscription meeting which had been
broken up by the Unionists, and the Nationalists had broken
up the recruiting-station in the Falls Road: rivets had been fly-
ing and the police called out. " We warmly approve of conscrip-
tion for Ireland," wrote the old Moderator, John Irwin, " but
it is heartbreaking to see our men and boys going into the
recruiting offices while their places are sure enough to be taken
by Sinn Feiners. We greatly fear that if the Conscription Bill
passes, tribunals in the South and West will relieve everybody
except Protestants." And R. X Lynn, editor of the Northern
Whig, supported the testimony of the others: " In the shipyards
they are thirsting to drive out every Roman Catholic and if there
fe any chance of a Home Rule Bill becoming law nothing on
earth will prevent them from carrying out their threat. That